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ABSTRACT: The “capping” or coating of nanosilver (nanoAg) extends
its potency by limiting its oxidation and aggregation and stabilizing its
size and shape. The ability of such coated nanoAg to alter the
permeability and activate oxidative stress pathways in rat brain
endothelial cells (RBEC4) was examined in the present study. The
aggregate size and zeta potential of nanoAg with different sizes (10 and
75 nm) and coatings (PVP and citrate) were measured in cell culture

media. Results indicated that both PVP-coated nanoAg were less

electronegative than their citrate-coated counterparts over all exposure times, but only the PVP-coated 10 nm particles retained
their initial electronegativity over all exposure times. In addition, only the PVP-coated particles retained their initial sizes
throughout the 3 h measurement. PVP-coated 10 nm nanoAg selectively altered the permeability of RBEC4 monolayers within a
1S min exposure, although high resolution microscopy indicated that all coated nanoAg distributed throughout the cell’s
cytoplasm within the 3 h exposure. Reporter genes for AP-1 and NRF2/ARE, transfected into RBEC4, were selectively
stimulated by the PVP-coated 10 nm nanoAg. Global gene arrays indicated that only PVP-coated nanoAg significantly altered
gene expressions in the RBEC4, and those altered by 10 nm PVP-coated nanoAg were qualitatively similar but quantitatively
much higher than those of its 75 nm counterpart. IPA and DAVID analyses indicated that the altered pathways affected by both
PVP-coated nanoAg were primarily associated with a NRF2-mediated oxidative stress response, endocytosis, and bioenergetics.
Together, these data suggest that the physicochemical features of surface coating aggregate size and surface charge contribute to
capped nanoAg’s permeability and oxidative stress responses in RBEC4.
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B INTRODUCTION

Nanosilver (nanoAg) is used in a variety of industrial and
consumer products (e.g,, textiles, paints, electronics, biosensors,
water disinfectant, household appliances, food packaging,
detergents, air and water filters, toothpaste, sunscreens, lotions,
cosmetics, etc.).'* Because of its antimicrobial activity, nanoAg
is also found in medical products (e.g., antiseptics, dressings for
external wounds and skin burns, embedded medical devices,
etc.)> and is currently listed in over 53% of EPA-registered
biocidal products Surface coating or “capping” is done to limit
its ox1dat10n, aggregation, ionic release, and stabilize its size and
shape,” thereby sustaining 1ts effectiveness. The most common
stabilizing agents are citrate'® and the polymer polyvinylpyrro-
lidone (PVP)."" A 2010 review of the scientific literature
indicates that both are the most common coatings used to
stabilize the nanoAg found in commercial and environmental
applications.'” Although the formulations of environmentally
relevant products using PVP and citrate coatings are protected by
confidential protection information (CBI), both coatings are
currently used in roofing shingles, solar cells coatings, clothing,
hand sanitizers, and forestry products (S. Oldenberg, nano-
Composix, Inc., San Diego, CA, personal communications).

This article not subject to U.S. Copyright.
A -4 ACS Publications gubhshed 2014 bthhe American Fg.};megr]mcal

1566

Slcla2

Because of their widespread use in environmental, medical,
and consumer products, these coated nanoAg materials can be
expected to encounter multiple biological systems and damage
vulnerable systems. One potential target is the mammalian brain,
given its extreme sensitivity to oxidative stress damage'®>™'® and
7721 To pose
neurotoxic risk, however, nanoAg must pass through the highly
restrictive blood brain barrier (BBB), which is characterized by
tight junctions, high electrical resistance, multiple metabolic
enzymes, and efflux transport systems.””** In vitro models of the
BBB have been developed that contain these essential character-
istics and are increasingly used to study its permeability and
transport systems. One successful model is RBEC4, an
immortalized rat brain endothelial cell line** that shows low
but measurable and responsive levels of the receptors, enzymes,
intercellular adhesion molecules, and transporter systems such as

nanoAg’s association with oxidative stress.
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expression of P-glycoprotein, occludin, and ZO-1. Although
lacking the extreme paracellular impermeability of BBB in situ,
these cells do form intact high resistance monolayers, house
functional ti§ht gunctions, and have been used to study drug
permeability”>>* and that associated with nanoparticle ex-
posure.”*** 73! Because several studies indicate PVP-capped*” or
uncapped"*® nanoAg distributes to the brain and other organs of
rats and mice, this in vitro model was used to examine the
response of brain endothelial cells to nanoAg.

Linking the physical properties of nanoparticles with differ-
ences in their biological activity is critical for understanding their
mode of action and potential toxicity. Most importantly, such
information helps in the design of safe, cost-effective, and more
sustainable nanomaterials. This study adds to this literature by
using the RBEC4 barrier model to examine if nanoAg of different
sizes (10 and 75 nm) and coatings (citrate and PVP)
differentially alters their permeability and cellular and genomic
responses.

B MATERIALS AND METHODS

Test Substances. NanoAg of different sizes (10 and 75 nm) and
coatings (PVP and citrate) were purchased as 1 mg/mL suspensions in
their respective vehicle (i.e., distilled water, 0.2 mM sodium citrate) by
nanoComposix, Inc., San Diego, CA. Chemical analysis was performed
by the manufacturer (nanoComposix.com/product-silver/biopure-
silver.html) and reported to be 99.8% pure. A variety of techniques
were used to measure the response of RBEC4 at various times and
concentrations. These included basic physicochemical measures
(aggregate size and surface charge) in exposure media over several
time points; high resolution microscopy (confocal, electron micros-
copy) to examine their translocation of the RBEC4; permeability
measures in RBEC4 monolayers using transcellular electrical resistance
(TER) recordings; fluorescence-based viability and oxidative stress
assays; and genomic evaluation using transfected reporter genes, target
gene expression, and global gene expression. All techniques are fully
described in the Supporting Information.

B RESULTS

Physicochemistry (PC). PC measurements (i.e., aggregate
size, surface charge) of each coated nanoAg (10—-20 ppm
suspensions) were collected in RBEC4 media at time points that
bracketed the TER (T = 10 min) and morphological (T=1h, 3
h) exposures. At T = 10 min, both the 10 nm (—13.48 mV) and
75 nm (—11.6 mV) PVP-coated nanoAg were less negative than
their citrate-coated counterparts (10 nm —20.77 mV; 75 nm
—15.33 mV), but only the PVP-coated 10 nm particles retained
this electronegativity over all exposure times. Measures of the
aggregate size of each material, presented as the peak mean
>90%, indicated that only PVP-coated nanoAg retained its initial
size throughout the 3 h measurement time (Table S1, Supporting
Information). Efforts to measure at 18 h failed due to particle
sedimentation. Data were analyzed using a one-way ANOVA
followed by a Tukey’s posthoc analysis.

Transcellular Electrical Resistance (TER). RBEC4 mono-
layers, grown in Millicell 96 well plates, were first measured for
baseline resistance (T = 0), and only those showing stable
recordings >200 Ohm were used for testing. For this, wells were
exposed to noncytotoxic (6.5 ppm) concentrations of each
nanoAg material suspended by ultrasonication in RBEC4 culture
media. Readings (Ohm) were converted by REMS software into
TER units. Significant changes in stable resistance occurred after
15 and 30 min exposure to PVP-coated 10 nm nanoAg (Figure
1), after which time the measures were stopped to avoid any
artifactual responses resulting from the cultures being held
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Figure 1. Transcellular electrical resistance (TER) was used to measure
alterations of membrane permeability in RBEC4 monolayers. Resistance
measures indicated that 6.5 ppm of 10 nm PVP-coated nanoAg
significantly altered the permeability of the monolayers after 15—30 min
exposure. TER units were averaged (n = 6 well/treatment) and
normalized to their T = 0 value at each time point. There was no
significant difference in the response of the citrate or distilled water
vehicle + media controls, and their values were combined and presented
as the control. Data were statistically analyzed using a one-way ANOVA,
followed by Dunnett’s multiple comparison test and are presented +
SD. Significance (p-value < 0.05) is indicated.

outside of incubator conditions (5% CO,; 37 °C). Treatment
values were normalized to their T = 0 baseline values and
statistically analyzed using a one-way ANOVA, followed by
Dunnett’s multiple comparison test.

Morphology. Nonconfluent RBEC4, exposed for 1 h to 6.5
ppm of each material, were examined by fluorescence and
differential interference contrast (DIC) microscopy. By fluo-
rescence, Mitotracker stained red mitochondria and DAPI
stained bluish nuclei stood in sharp contrast to the cytoplasmic
green nanoAg aggregates that resonate in the FITC wavelength
range (Figure 2A). Confocal Z-stack images of cells exposed to
each material indicated that the aggregates distributed
throughout the cell cytoplasm after 0.5—1 h exposure to 10 nm
PVP-coated nanoAg and for all nanoAg samples within a 3 h
exposure time. Particles were noted below the plane of DAPI
stained nuclei (Figure 2B, circles), indicating that the nanoAg
particles physically entered the RBEC4 cytoplasm. TEM of
confluent RBEC4 exposed to 6.5 ppm nanoAg for 3 h indicated
that nanoAg aggregates could be seen through the cytoplasm
with smaller size aggregates lodged into the mitochondria. In all
instances, tight junctions of RBEC4 monolayers treated with
each nanoAg appeared ultrastructurally intact, in spite of
morphological evidence that nanoAg aggregates distributed
intracellularly (Figure 2C).

Cellular Assays. In view of the possibility that the citrate or
PVP coatings could destabilize over the long exposure times and
release highly toxic Ag ions (Ag+),***73® RBEC4 were exposed
for 18 h to Ag" in the form of silver nitrate (AgNO3) (0.8—100
ppm) suspended in cell culture media. Results indicated that
cytotoxicity only occurred at concentrations >12.5 ppm (Figure
S1, Supporting Information). This experiment, and studies by
Kittler et al.,*”which suggest that serum found in the cell culture
media can bind released Ag" and reduce the toxicity of coated
nanoAg, offered assurance that the cellular effects of coated
nanoAgs (which were exposed at much lower concentrations and
shorter time points) were unrelated to cellular perturbations
associated with Ag*. Cytotoxicity assays were next conducted on
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Figure 2. Nonconfluent RBEC4 were exposed to 6.5 ppm of nanoAg 10
nm + PVP for 1 h and examined by fluorescent microscopy using a 60X
oil immersion lens (A). The Mitotracker red stain of viable
mitochondria stain and the bluish nuclear stain of DAPI appeared in
sharp contrast to the FITC resonance of the nanoAg aggregates.
Confocal Z-stacks demonstrated the intracytoplasmic distribution of the
nanoAg particles in exposed RBEC4 (B). NanoAg aggregates could be
seen dispersed throughout the cell cytoplasm and below the DAPI
stained nuclei (B, circles), indicating that nanoAg particles had
translocated the RBEC4. PVP-coated 10 nm particles were the first to
be detected 1 h; however, by 3 h exposure, each particle sample appeared
distributed throughout the cytoplasm. TEM of RBEC4 exposed to 6.5
ppm nanoAg for 3 h indicated small aggregates of nanoAg could be seen
distributed through the cytoplasm (circles). Smaller size aggregates
appeared within the mitochondria (circles) (C). In all instances, the
cell’s tight junctions appeared ultrastructurally intact (insert).

semi-confluent RBEC4 exposed to each coated nanoAg (0.5—7
ppm) for 18 h. No significant change in intracellular ATP levels
as assessed by CellTiter-Glo viability assays was noted at any test
concentration (data not shown). On the basis of these data,
noncytotoxic concentrations of nanoAg (1-5 ppm) were
exposed to semi-confluent RBEC4 for 18 h and assayed for
caspase 3/7 activity, an index of apoptosis. Results indicated that
all nanoAg samples (>3 ppm) stimulated activity, but only the 10
nm nanoAg coated with either PVP or citrate stimulated caspase
3/7 activity at the lowest test concentration (>1.0 ppm) (Figure
3).

Reporter Genes. Noncytotoxic (1—4 ppm) concentrations
of each coated nanoAg were exposed for 18 h to semi-confluent
RBEC4 in culture media. Controls consisted of culture media
with 10% concentrations of either distilled water or 0.2 mM
citrate buffer to parallel their exposure conditions. Results
indicated that both sizes of PVP-coated nanoAg stimulated AP-1
reporter gene activity, but only the 10 nm PVP-coated nanoAg
stimulated NRF2/ARE reporter gene activity at all concen-
trations (Figure 4A,B).

NRF2 Target Gene Expression. Levels of the NRF2 target
genes Gsta3 and Nqol were measured after exposure to each
nanoAg at the lowest effective concentration (1.0 ppm) for 4, 8,
and 18 h. Although, no significant changes were seen with the
Ngol expression at any exposure time (data not shown), the
Gsta3 expression was significantly increased over all time points
by 10 nm PVP-coated nanoAg and after 18 h exposure in
response to the 75 nm PVP material. Both sizes of citrate-coated
nanoAg only gave marginal responses at 18 h (Figure S). Given
that the 18 h exposure gave the maximum response for the Gsta3
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Figure 3. Noncytotoxic concentrations of each nanoAg (1-5 ppm)
were exposed to semi-confluent RBEC4 for 18 h and examined for
caspase 3/7 activity as a measure of apoptosis. All nanoAg samples (>3
ppm) stimulated activity but only the 10 nm nanoAg, coated with either
PVP or citrate, stimulated caspase 3/7 activity at all concentrations (>1
ppm). There was no significant difference in the response of the citrate
or distilled water vehicle + media controls. Their values are combined
and presented as the control. Chemiluminescent units, collected at 3 s
integration are given on the X axis. Data were statistically analyzed using
a one-way ANOVA, followed by Dunnett’s multiple comparison test and
are presented + SD. Significance (p-value < 0.05) is indicated with
asterisks.

target gene expression and both reporter genes, this time point
was used to measure global gene expression.

Global Gene Expression. Principal component (PCA) of
the quantile-normalized probe data showed the number of genes
stimulated by the PVP-coated nanoAg differed significantly from
their media controls and their citrate-coated counterparts.
However, PVP-coated 10 nm nanoAg produced the most robust
changes, relative to the others as shown by the gene expression
variance along the first principal component (Figure 6A).
Compared to controls, 10 nm PVP-coated nanoAg significantly
altered 928 genes (428/500 up/down) relative to 68 genes (32/
36 up/down) by the 7S nm PVP-coated nanoAg. A gene list
comparison indicated that 66/68 of these genes were shared and
in the same direction as the PVP-coated nanoAg 10 nm (Figure
6B). Only two altered genes were unique to the 75 nm PVP-
coated nanoAg, those being Cdc40 (cell division cycle 40) and
Hnrnpf (heterogeneous nuclear ribonucleoprotein F). Because
66/68 genes of these genes were shared by the PVP-coated 10
nm material, both IPA and DAVID (signaling pathway and
cellular function) analyses focused on gene changes associated
with the 10 nm PVP-coated nanoAg exposure. IPA analysis
indicated that gene changes caused by the PVP-coated 10 nm
material were associated with enzymatic, transcription regu-
lation, kinase, transporter, peptidase, and phosphatase functions
(Figure S2, Supporting Information). Canonical pathways and
toxicity lists enriched by these genes included NRF2-mediated
oxidative stress response, protein ubiquitination, nuclear
receptor-mediated, and CNS-centric ephrin pathway signaling.
Of all significantly changed genes (408 genes), IPA canonical
pathway and toxicity list enrichment analyses produced a similar
but shorter list, where the most significant pathways were
specifically associated with the NRF2 oxidative stress and protein
ubiquitination pathways (Bonferroni—Hochberg adjusted p-
value < 0.05) (Table S2, Supporting Information). DAVID-
reflected enrichment analysis indicated a functional annotation
clustering of all PVP-coated 75 nm nanoAg altered genes
indicating that processes such as protein catabolism, ubiquitina-
tion, gene expression regulation, and neuronal differentiation and

dx.doi.org/10.1021/5¢5000896 | ACS Sustainable Chem. Eng. 2014, 2, 1566—1573



ACS Sustainable Chemistry & Engineering

Research Article

A
*
*
4 ppm
p *
3 ppm
2 ppm i
1 ppm
control AP-1
B L
\ F— %
4ppr £
3 ppm =
= R
1 ppm % 3 Ag 10 nm +citrate
=1 Ag 75 nm +citrate
control A mm control ARE
\} A X %) )

Figure 4. Activation of reporter genes was examined in RBEC4 exposed
to each nanoAg material (1—4 ppm) for 18 h. Only PVP-coated nanoAg
of both sizes stimulated AP-1 (A), but only the 10 nm PVP-coated
nanoAg stimulated NRF2/ARE activity at all concentrations (B). There
was no significant difference in the response of the citrate or distilled
water vehicle + media controls, and their values were combined and
presented as the control. Chemiluminescent units, collected after 3 s
integration, are represented on the X axis. Data were statistically
analyzed using a one-way ANOVA, followed by Dunnett’s multiple
comparison test and are presented + SD. Significance (p-value < 0.05) is
indicated with asterisks.

development were similarly affected (Table S3, Supporting
Information). IPA also indicated an activation of NRF2 and
interferon gamma and an inhibition of gene expression
regulators, insulin-like growth factor 1 receptor, and the insulin
receptors CREB, beta catenin, and PPAR gamma (Table S4,
Supporting Information). In addition to the oxidative stress
response, PVP-coated 10 nm nanoAg exposure altered
expression of genes linked to BBB function including clathrin-
mediated endocytosis (Clta, Cltc, Apls2, Ap2sl), caveolar
invagination (Cavl), and vesicle trafficking (Sec24d). The solute
carrier familZ of proteins (Slcla2), a high affinity glutamate
transporter,® was the highest upregulated gene in response to
both the 10 nm (7.64 fold) and 75 nm (4.6 fold) PVP-coated
nanoAg and the only gene significantly altered (1.84 fold) by 10
nm citrate-coated nanoAg. Vascular endothelial growth factor
(Vegfa) was marginally but significantly increased by both 10 nm
(1.8 fold) and 75 nm (1.6 fold) of the PVP-coated material. All
microarray data were deposited in the Gene Expression Omnibus
with accession number GSE47543.

B DISCUSSION

The influence of nanoAg’s size, surface coating, and surface
charge was examined in the present study. The results indicate
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Figure S. NanoAg treatment upregulated the expression of the NRF2
target gene, Gsta3, in RBEC4 exposed to 1.0 ppm for 4, 8, and 18 h.
Although all materials were able to stimulate this target gene of NRF2
activity, only 10 nm PVP-nanoAg significantly increased Gsta3
expression at all time points in a dose—response fashion. Bars represent
fold changes relative to respective controls. Data were statistically
analyzed using Student’s t test, and significance (p-value < 0.0S) is
indicated by asterisks.
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Figure 6. PCA of all expressed genes indicated that both sizes of PVP—
nanoAg treatments were significantly distinct from their respective
controls (not significantly different and combined for graphing
purposes) and their citrate-coated counterparts. PVP-coated nanoAg
10 nm significantly altered 928 genes (428/500 up/ down) relative to
the 68 genes (32/36 up/down) associated with PVP-coated Ag 7S nm
nanoAg (A). A gene list comparison of the latter changes demonstrated
that 66 of these 68 genes were shared and in the same direction as the 10
nm PVP-coated nanoAg (B). Significantly altered genes were defined by
Bayesian t test with multiple test correction using the Benjamini—
Hochberg method at an alpha of 0.05.

that a combination of coating (PVP) and small size was most
influential in altering membrane permeability and stimulating an
oxidative stress response in RBEC4. Permeability changes, as
measured by TER resistance, were most rapid (15 min) for the
10 nm PVP-coated material. However, this permeabilty was not
selective because high resolution microscopy showed that all
nanoAg entered the RBEC4 after longer (3 h) exposures. This
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translocation was rapid and occurred in the absence of tight
junctional disruption, as reported by others.**~*' Genomically,
PVP-coated 10 nm nanoAg produced greater cellular and
genomic changes than the other tested materials, and these
changes were largely associated with NRF2 oxidative stress
pathways.

The purpose of this study was to determine if a linkage could
be demonstrated between these cellular responses and key
physicochemical features of the coated nanoAg. A growing list of
physicochemical features (e.g., surface charge, size, surface area,
electrophoretic mobility, surface coatings, topography, pore
volume, crystalline structure, lipophilicity, etc.) has been linked
to the biological activity (e.g., cellular uptake, cellular motility,
redox activity cellular communication) and toxicity*™* of
nanomaterials. In our study, the less affected zeta potential of the
10 nm PVP-coated nanoAg appeared more reactive to the
RBEC4. Higher toxicity and the less negative surface charge of
PVP-coated nanoAg relative to its citrate-coated counterpart
have been reported by others.*” The smaller size of the PVP-
coated 10 nm nanoAg also influenced its bioreactivity possibly by
facilitating the particle’s cellular uptake and transcellular
movement and providing a closer proximity to those enzymatic
and bioenergetic sites (e.g, mitochondria) associated with
oxidative stress, as has been suggested for ultrafine airborn
pollutants.>°~>

More than size and charge, however, the PVP surface coating
appeared to play an influential role in its higher bioreactivity.
Coating the nanoAg is known to reduce its oxidation, preserve its
size, and reduce its toxicity. Coating with PVP polymer provides
a more stable nanoAg than citrate yielding a stable colloidal
suspension.””>*** Its greater stability has been studied over a
range of monovalent and divalent electrolyte concentrations
outside of low pH environments.>® The aggregate size of capped
nanoAg has been studied under various ionic strengths and acidic
pH conditions®* and indicate a negligible impact of these
conditions on the sterically stabilized PVP-coated nanoAg. This
was also observed in the recent Caballerro—Diaz study that
measured <1% release of Ag* after a 7 d incubation in pH 3.0
environments.>> Together, these studies and the present data
suggest that the high bioreactivity of the 10 nm PVP-coated
nanoAg could relate to the size and charge stability provided by
the PVP coating. It should be noted, however, that both coated
materials precipitated out after 18 h, suggesting that PVP-coated
materials may also be unstable under long-term physiological
conditions. The genomic data underscored the higher bio-
reactivity of the PVP 10 nm nanoAg. The primary pathways
affected involved NRF2 oxidative stress transcripts that activate
to protect the cell against oxidative stress. Reporter genes
indicated that both sizes of PVP-coated materials affected AP-1
reporter gene activity, but only the 10 nm nanoAg activated the
NRF2/ARE reporter gene. Because multiple transcriptional and
post-transcriptional mechanisms can alter NRF2 pathway
activation and ultimately the upregulation of NRF2 target gene
transcription,56 two NRF2 target genes, Nqol and Gsta3, were
measured as biomarkers of increased NRF2 activity.®*’
However, in contrast to the robust activation of Gsta3 at all
time points, Ngol levels appeared unaffected. This failure to
respond is unclear but might relate to its co-regulation by other
transcriptional factors in the RBEC4 such as silencing epigenetic
mechanisms, as reported in other cell types.*® Another concern
involved the failure of the 75 nm size PVP nanoAg to activate the
ARE reporter gene (Figure 4), but its activation of Gsta3 at 18 h
(Figure S). Although both techniques (ie., reporter genes,
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gqPCR) involved gene expression and focused on NRF2
transcript, they asked different questions. For example, the
reporter gene addressed if PVP exposure activated the
transcription factor of interest (ARE, AP-1), and qPCR examined
if PVP exposure affected the expression of the Gsta3 gene. In
addition, reporter assays rely on protein-level responses (i.e.,
luciferase, GFP, etc.), which are preceded in time by mRNA. In
contrast, RT/qPCR looks at mRNA/cDNA levels and not
protein. Even though both focused on the same transcript NRF2,
mRNA increases preceded protein levels increases and could be
detected earlier. In addition, it is unlikely to expect that the
luciferase mRNA and protein would have the same stability or
kinetics as Gsta3 mRNA.

The global microarray data indicated that PVP-coated nanoAg
activated an ARE/NRF2-mediated protective response against
oxidative stress. NRF2 is a transcriptional factor that binds to the
antioxidant response element ARE and regulates a battery of
gene expressions involved in cellular antioxidant and anti-
inflammatory defense.”® Its activation by the PVP-coated
nanoAg should be viewed as a major protection response by
the RBEC4 against the threat of oxidative stress damage. In
addition to oxidative stress protection, other genes critical to
BBB function were selectively altered by the 10 nm nanoAg.
These included those associated with clathrin-mediated
endocytosis, caveolar invagination, and vesicle trafficking.
Surface modification has been reported to facilitate nanosize
particles entry into cells using their endocytotic pathways, >0~
and alteration of these genes by the PVP-coated nanoAg in the
present study may reflect a stimulation of endocytotic activity.
Vascular endothelial growth factor (Vegfa), an endothelial
mitogen associated with BBB permeability and angiogene-
sis,** % was marginally but significantly increased by both the 10
nm (1.8 fold) and 75 nm (1.6 fold) PVP-coated nanoAg. PVP in
itself has proven angiogenic in both animal models and
endothelial cell lines® ’® which raises concern given its
increased use in medical products such as blood volume
extenders”' and hydrogels used in wound dressings’> and in
brain imaging.” Finally, the high affinity glutamate transporter
Slc1a2 was the highest upregulated gene in response to both sizes
of PVP-coated nanoAgs and the 10 nm citrate-coated nanoAg.
This membrane-bound protein is a critical for clearing -
glutamate from the surrounding interstitial fluid and prevents
overexcitation of the neuron.*® Although glutamate homeostasis
has been associated largely with neurons and astrocytes, more
recently it has been shown to involve BBB endothelial cells.”* To
explain the high stimulation of this gene in the present study, it
should be noted that free radical release has been linked to
increased glutamate release”>”® and impairment of glutamate
transport.”””® In view of its predominant activation, one might
speculate that nanoAg exposure activates a regulatory mecha-
nism that affects glutamate transporters such as Slcla2.

In summary, this study presents cellular and genomic data that
indicate a higher bioreactivity for PVP-coated nanoAgs in
RBEC4 relative to their citrate-coated counterparts. The smaller
size PVP-capped nanoAg was distinctly more active in terms of
permeability disruption and affecting cellular and genomic
changes associated with oxidative stress, specifically those
associated with ARE/NRF2 pathways. Taken together, these
data indicate that surface coating, aggregate size, and zeta
potential of PVP-coated nanoAg are physicochemical factors that
influence nanoAg’s bioactivation of RBEC4. Such data sets could
prove useful in the future design of safer and more sustainable
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nanoAg materials for use by the consumer and in the
environment.
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